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: CHRON. XII. 32. 


Aud ak the children of 1ſſachar, hind Were 
men that had underſtanding of the times, 
to know what Ijrael ought to do, the heads 
of them were two hundred; and all their 


brethren were at their commandment. 
conſtitution of the Hebrew 


5 

: He Yak polity, * each tribe was under 
n it's own proper and diſtinct 
| government 3 and order'd it's 
affairs by i it's own princes, heads of families, 


elders and courts”. At the ſame time, there 
was a union of all the tribes, the whole con- 


gregation had a right to meet together, either 
perſonally or by their repreſentatives, to con- 
ſult the common good and the proſperity of 
the whole. | 

After 


eon to the original 


. Eleclion- Sermon. 8 


After the death: of Saul there "WA; 90 
have been 2 breach in this general union. 
The tribe of Judah ſet up David to be king, 
the other tribes adhered to Iſhboſheth the 
ſon of Saul. Iſhboſheth being dead, the 


other tribes, ſenſible how prejudicial ſuch a 


diſunion was to their common intereſt, by 


mutual conſent made David king over all 
Iſrael. This was done, it's like, by a con- 
vention of the ſtates from each province, or 
an unh of the heads of each tribe. 


David: had long "POR been analogs; by 
a ſpecial commiſſion from God, to be king 
x Iſrael. This was only an intimation 
from heaven of what would certainly take 
place. Neither David nor Saul before him 
claimed any authority in virtue of this divine 
appointment, until they were elected by the 
people, and * inaugurated in heir 
High office, 


Among others, who came to Hebron to 
make David king, were the children of Iſſa- 
char, who appeared by the heads of the tribe; 
of theſe it is particularly ſaid, they were 
men that had underſtanding of the times, to 

know 
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know what Iſrael ought to do, they were in 
- number two hundred, and all their brethren. 
were at their commandment.” 


It is an excellent character that is given of 
the heads of Iſſachar, and it was a ſingular 
favor to this tribe, that they had ſuch 2 pum- 
ber WhO were able to guide them at this cri- 
tical ſeaſon. Lou are told the good effect 
of their wiſdom and prudence, there was an 
entire union between them and the reſt of. the 
community. They who were in government 
were poſſeſſed of talents which qualified them 
for their, truſt, and their brethren were ſo 
ſatisfied. of their prudence and integrity, that 
they, repoſed an entire confidence in them, 
and ſubmitted to their authority. wine 
munen or oppoſtion. Fus rib "a 

Yau have 3 the model of ra 3 
What a proſpect of peace and laſting proſpe- 
rity, where rulers are wiſe and good, and 


the Pope are en! and labil 


What I propoſe in the following diſs 


courſe is, 
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8 An Election Sermon. 


Firſt, To conſider the character of a good 
raler: as it is drawn i in the text. And Wenz 


Secondly, To point out the - dry of fab 
* to their rulers. 5 — 1 


: 


The firſt i thing that 2280 itſelf to our 
conſideration, is the character of a good 1 ruler. 
And in order to determine when men are 
qualified to govern, it is neceſſary to take 
a general view of the great end of 22 
ment. $2! 


mY is not to a Sobel Gir Mankind 
would reſign their natural freedom only for 
the ſake of pomp and appearance, much leſs 
to gratify the pride and avarice of thoſe they 


place in authority over them. The only 


rational view they can have is the common 
good. If men could ſubſiſt as well in a ſtate 
ef independency and abſolute liberty, there 
is nothing in reaſon or conſcience to oblige 
them to ſubjection. The neceſſity of go- 
vernment ariſes wholly from the diſadvanta- 
ges, which, in the preſent imperfect ſtate of 
human nature, would be the natural conſe- 


quense of unlimited freedom. This neceſſi- 


"+4 $Þ4 | * ty 


2 Eleftion-Sermon. 9 


ty is ſo apparent that the moſt fog and 
* barbatous of mankind have been convinced 
of it ; and wherever thoy have formed them- 


the | into ſociety, have erected ſome kind of 


government. In this ſenſe all power is from 
God, as that conſtitution, which makes go- 
vernment neceſſary, originates with him who 
is the author of nature; and ſuch a conſti- 
tution is as certain an intimation of the di- 
vine will, as an expreſs revelation. There is 
no poſitive appointment or command; we 
argue the deſign of heaven that there ſhould 
be civil government, becauſe it is apparently 
for the advantage of mankind. * He is the 
miniſter of God to thee for * 


If the „ public good 1 1s the great, the only 
end of magiſtracy ; it follows that they only 
are worthy. to be entruſted with the powers 
of government, who know what the public 
intereſt is, and are capable of advancing it. 
The heads of every community ſhould, 
like the heads of Iſſachar, © have under- 
ſtanding of the times, to know what Iiragl 
ought to do“. | 5 77 5 


B . 
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This character ſuppoſes, that rulers have good 
degree of wiſdom and knowlege That they 
are particularly acquainted with the conſtitu- 
tion of the country they are called to govern — 
That they are men of virtue and religion— 
And that they have prudence to conduct af- 
fairs in ſeaſons chat are critical and alarming. | 


Firſt. Wiſdom and knowledge are very 
neceſſary qualifications of a public ruler. 
The ends of government will not be anſwer- 
ed by committing the adminiſtration of  af- 
fairs to one or more men, but by committing 
it to thoſe who are capable of diſcharging 
the truſt repoſed in them. The meaneſt 
office requires talents ſuited to that office, 
but when men are put in places of extenſive 
authority, they ought to have enn abi- 


lities. 


5 Wiſdom and knowlege are ſo neceſſary 
for every one who has a ſhare in govern- 
ment, that nothing can ſupply their place. 
The experience of all ages evidences the 
Juſtice of that exclamation of king Solomon. 
Wo to thee, O land, when thy king is a 
child!“ If weak or ignorant men are entruſt- 


ed with power, — can you expect but 
| . univerſal 
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univerſal confuſion ! If inen were not wiſe 
before, they are not like to become wiſe by 
being placed in a ſtation of eminence. Such 
exaltation will rather make them giddy and 
vain, and deprive them of the little under- 


EE _y had before. 


If ſuch e mean ever ſo well, yet 


they know not how to execute their good 
purpofes, and their adminiſtration is like to 
be a ſeries of the moſt fatal errors. If 
they depend on others to manage the 
affairs of government, the event will not be 
better. Men of; eak minds can ſeldom 
bear the checks and counſels of plain honeſt 
men, who know not how to diſguiſe the 
truth, or to ſpeak that which they do not 
think in their hearts. Paraſites and flatterers 
eaſily gain their favor, who will ſooth their 
vanity, and accommodate themſelves to'their 
foibles. And the ſtate of ſuch a people is 
often worſe than where rulers are men of 
capacity, even tho' they are very deficient i in 
their principles of action. 


* 
- 1 * . 


Bad men who can look to conſequences 
are often under the reſtraint of feat, where 
LIN B-2 they 
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12 An Eꝛlection- Sermon. 
they have no other. They are aware of 
danger from the reſentment of an injured 
people, if they abuſe their power. But men 
without knowlege are devoid of ſuch fears; 
and they who have the management of them 
endeavour artfully to conceal their own ſhare 
in the public miſcondu&,and make uſe of the 
Power with which they are veſted to gratify 
their baſe and ſordid paſſions, to the ruin of 
the community, and often of Wals wg 


veſted them with it. 


It i is not every kind of genius or of know- 


lege that qualifics a man to goyern. Many 
a one has made a ſhining figure as a philoſo- 
pher or mathematician, who has had no turn 


for politics, and been intirely | ignorant of the 
art of governing. It is frequently the caſe, 
that great ſcholars have no acquaint tance with 
men, than which no branch of knowlege is 
of greater importance in a public ruler. It is 
neceſſary to know the various tempers of 
thoſe he has to govern, to penetrate their 
particular views and intereſts, and even their 
foibles and paſſions, that he may make them 
all ſubſer vient to the public good. It is-neceſ- 
ary to, diſcern their different talents and c= 
11 | pacitics, 
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cities, that he may know whom to put into 
places of profit and truſt, and may employ 
| thoſe who are fit to be cxaployed. - 


1 a ruler called to act the part of .a 2 1a - 
flator ? What nced of a ſound and A 
5 judgment, that the laws he makes may be 
good and wholeſome, accommodated to the 
temper and. circumſtances of the people for 
whom they are made; ; and that while he 
endeavors to reſtrain vice and li centiouſneſs, 
he may not e- 02 infringe the liber 
ties of the ee | 


When laws are made, i it requires no ſmall 


—— —-— 


ter into their true ſpirit, to know how to ap- 


ply them in every caſe that occurs, and to 


es To + +. +6 


execute them with prudence and impartiality. 


Where government ſubſiſts, there muſt ne- 


coſſarily be burthens laid on the people to 
defray the charges of it. There 8 nothing 


that affects men more than when you touch 


* 


their intereſt; people in general find it hard 
to procure the conveniencies of life; nothing 


will ſooner alienate their minds from go- 
vernment, 
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vernment, than when rulers needlefly deprive 
them'of that which they have dearly earn'd, 

and wantonly diſſipate the public treaſures. 
Rulers ought ever to proceed in this part of 
their duty with caution and prudence, that 
people may ſee the taxes they impoſe : are not 
to gratify their pride, their avarice, or any 
other paſſion ; not to carry on any private 
deſign ; but that they are neceſſary for the 
ſupport of government and the exigencies 


of the ſtate, 


Every large community is conſtituted of 
2 number of little ſocieties, in which there 
will be different branches of buſineſs. Theſe, 
| whatever pains are taken to prevent it, will 
have their different connettions, and form 
ſeparate intereſts ; it is vaſtly difficult for 
| thoſe who govern, to keep the balance ſo 
exactly poiz'd that neither part may be in- 
Jured ; but much more, to prevent jealouſies 
and ſuſpicions that things are carried, by 
favor and affection. 


The rulers of a pads are ſeldom ſo hap- 
py as to pleaſe all who are under their au- 


| thority : They have often perſonal enemies; 
EC Ko 4 Gt 
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* 


or crafty and ambitious men find fault with 
government becauſe they are not in place: 
They had nced be wiſe as ſerpents as well as 
| harmleſs as doves tocounterwork the machi- 
nations of ſuch men, to give no occaſion of 
offence to thoſe who ſcek occaſion, ar to 
prevent the bad effect of the miſrepreſenta- 
tions they will N ſpread. 


Almoſt every ſtate has it's neighbours, 
who watch for a favorable opportunity 
to encroach on it's territories, or to gain 
ſome other advantage. A ruler ought to 
keep a watchful eye over them, to get know- 
lege of their motions and deſigns ; to pre- 
_ inſult, or to reſent it when offered. In 
theſe caſes there is need of a thoro' acquain- 
tance both with their ſtrength and our own ;_ 
that we may not by an ill timed oppoſition 
expoſe ourſelves to greater injuries, or by mean 
ſubmiſſions encourage them to deſpiſe and 


abuſe us. 


A ruler who ſuitably attends to the great 
end of government muſt look beyond pre- 
ſent circumſtances, and carefully canſider the 
tendency and conſequence of every meaſure. 


He 


— f 
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Le cannot but be ſenſible how much the 
preſent times ate affected by the tranſactions 
that are paſt, and the precedents that have 
been eſtabliſſied. He will doubtleſs ſee that 
the community has received hurt from the 
miſtakes, as well as advantage from the pru- 
dence of thoſe who have gone before. He 
bears on his mind, that his adminiftration is 
like equally to affe& thoſe that follow, and 
endeavours to take the whole intereſt of his 
country in view, the future as well as the 
preſent. He conſults the good of diſtant 
generations, leaves as little as poſſible for 
them to correct, and as far as human wiſdom 
can, lays his plans, not meerly to keep things 
quiet while he is on the ſtage, but that the 
happineſs of his country may be of long 
duration, may be perpetual. 


You eaſily ſee by theſe kints of the 
buſineſs and * of rulers, that every man 
is not fit to govern ; there muſt be a genius 
for goyernment, and there muſt be conſtant 
ſtudy and application. 


1 have hitherto conſider'd the wiſdom and 
| knowlege- which are re neceſſary for rulers in 
general 
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general, and under almoſt every conſtitution. 
Beſides this, 


Secondly, It is neceſſary they ſhould have 


& particular acquaintance with the conſtitu- 
tion of the country they are called to govern. 


| Reaſon we ſay diftates that there ſhould 
be government ; ; and the voice of reaſon is 


the voice of God. But what form of go- 


vernment they will be under is left to * 
choice of thoſe who are to be governed. 
God has never determin'd this. It becomes 
thoſe who claim à divine indefeaſible right, 
to make out their claim in a better manner 
than they have ever yet done, or it is abſurd 
to ſuppoſe any, who have common under- 


ſtanding, or a tolerable ſenſe of liberty, will 


ſubmit to it. 


All power has it's foundation 11 compact 
and mutual conſent, or elſe it proceeds from 
fraud or violence. Where the latter take 
place, the dominion which men claim'is no 
better than uſurpation ; and they, who by 
theſe methods raiſe themſelves above their 
brethren, are ſo far from having a right to 


govern, that they ought to be puniſhed as 
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public diſturbers and the enemies of mart- 
| kind. 


2 ů ————ů˖ wo K oo 
. 


When government is founded in mutual 
conſent, it is the undoubted right of the 
| community to ſay who ſhail govern them; 
| and to make what limitations or conditions 
they think proper. Perhaps the fame con- 

ſtitution is not beſt for all ſocieties, or for 
the ſame ſociety at all times. Be this as it 
may ; it is very certain that mankind have 
eſtabliſhed different forms of government, 
according to their own will and inclination : 
Some have ſet up one or a few men to \ 
govern them, others have ſeen fit to retain 
the power themſelves: In ſome the ſupreme 
magiſtrates have been annually elected; in 
others the power is for life. In ſome. they 
are merely elective, in others hereditary under 
certain rules or limitations”. - In GREAT - 
, BRITAIN there is a happy mixture of mo- 
narchy, ariſtocracy, and democracy. This is 
perhaps the moſt perfect form of civil go- 
. vernment. It is the glory of Britons and 
the cnvy of foreigners.“ 
| But 


- + Is not 3 at LE a proof of he goodneſs of 
| mixed governments and * monarchies ? Is there 
. p 
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But whatever form of civil government 
men have choſe, there are certain conſtitu- 
tions, which are the baſis and foundation of 
the ſtate, and which are obligatory on thoſe 
who govern, as well as thoſe who are go- 


verned. Theſe conſtitutions are a fort of 


fundamental laws, which cannot he violated 
without the greateſt danger. to a com- 
munity... When either part attempts to 
invade the rights of the other, it uſually 


produces convulſions, which ſooner or later 


7 * 


overturn the ſtate. 


It is neceſlary they who are in authority 
ſhould be well acquainted with theſe funda- 
mental laws ; they ought to make them one 
main part of their ſtudy; and ſhould not 
without the utmoſt neceſſity . depart from 
them. If ſuch a ſtrict adherence to the con- 
ſtitution is ſometimes attended with incon- 
8 veniencies; 


4 


a nation, every thing conſidered, which enjoys more 
proſperity at home, or more renown abroad ? Vx ALS 
/ | | BURLEMAQUT: 
We hope the great MonTEsQuIEvU is miſtaken, at leaſt 
that he ſpeaks of a very dittaat day, when he ſays of our 
happy nation. | | 
# As all human things have an end, the ſtate we are ſpeak- 
- ing of will loſe it's libeity. will periſh. Have not Rome, 
Sparta, and Carthage periſhed ? It will periſh when the 
legiſlative: power ſhall be more corrupt than tha execu- 
five. Spirit of Laws. 
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. weniences ; yet a departure from it will be 
"attended with much greater. Magiſtrates 


' ought to know their own power, and not 
tamely give up thoſe prerogatives with which 
the conſtitution has veſted them, Such mean 
condeſcenſion will only expoſe them to con- 
and further encroachments, till not 
even a ſhadow of authority is left. On the 
other hand, they ought to be tender of the 
privileges of - thoſe they govern. Even in 
abſolute monarchies, the people may by op- 
preſſion and tyranny: come to know that 
they have rights, and to aſſert them in a way 
not very pleaſing to thoſe, who have inſo- 
lently and unjuſtly invaded them. 


In free governments people are apt to feel 
mack quicker. To touch their liberties is 
to touch the apple of their eye ; every at- 

tempt alarms them, makes them jealous of 
further deſigns, and often throws them into 
the hands of factious demagogues, who hate 
government, and are ever watching for appor- 
tunities to embarraſs public meaſures, and to 
introduce anarch y and confuſion. 


Where ſo much depends, and the danger 


of ating wrong is whe to have ſuch conſe- 
A quences 
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quences to the community, and perhaps to 


themſelves: ; rulers ought to know very well 
what it is to act right, where power ends and 
liberty begins. The more difficult it is to 
ſettle this point, ſo much the more wiſdom 


and prudence do rulers need, and ſo much 


the more cautious ſhould they be in acting; 
and where people obſerve ſuch caution and 
tenderneſs in their rulers, they will make al- 
lowances for miſtakes. ad even for OE 


I will not fog, that: hey Shs are in go- 


vernment may not propoſe an alteration in 
the conſtitution, when they ſee manifeſt in- 
conveniencies; every member of the ſtate 
may do this; and there may be extraordinary 
caſes wherein it may be neceſſary to deviate 
from common rules; in ſuch caſes the ſafety 
of the people is to be preferred to every o- 
ther conſideration. But no wiſe ruler would 


deſire a general power of diſpenſing with the 
laws ; nor is it poſſible to proceed with too 


much caution in making any great alteration 
in the civil conſtitution of a ſtate ; eſpecially 
when it has been long eſtabliſhed, and the 
wiſdom of ages has been employed to confirm 
it. Where there ſeem to be defects, there — 
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dy may often prove worſe than thediſeaſe ; and 
by attempting to guard againſt one inconveni- 
ence, we may open the way to a greatmany 
which we do not now foreſee. When a con- 
ſtitution is eſſentially bad, rulers & every one 
elſe ought to run every riſque to make it bet- 
ter. But where the conſtitution is tolerably 

good, it is generally the wiſdom of thoſe in 
power, to maintain a ſacred regard to it them- 
' felves ; and to endeavour that it may not be 
violated by others. This is their ſafety, and 
very often the fafety of thoſe they govern. 
When a humour of changing once begins,no 
mortal can tell where it will end. One can 
ſearce conceive of an alteration more juſt, 
more neceſſary, and that could tend more to 
ſecure the public liberty, than the eſtabliſh- 
ment of tribunes at Rome; and yet this 
very regulation, ſeemingly ſo wiſe and good, 
laid the foundation of the deſtruction of their 
Uberties, and the ruin of the common: 

wealth.“ | 


7 3 | | Thirdly 5 


Ba «The penple "Om means of the 3 et uſurped 
the authority of the ſenate. From that time diſcipline 

was relaxed and gave place to licenciouſneſs. At laſt the 
republic was, by the hands of the people, reduced to the 

(greateſt llavery.” = e 
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Thirdly, Rulers cannot come up to the cha- 
racter of the text, unleſs they are men of re- 
ligion and virtue. Every condition has its 
temptations, none are expoſed to more or 
greater, than thoſe who are advanced to ſta- 


tions of power and eminence; none have 


greater need of a ſettled principle of action, 
and the aſſiſtance of divine grace. If there 
is no regard to God or the rules of vir- 
tue, wiſdom degenerates into cunning, and 
rulers inſtead of endeavouring to know what 
Iſrael ought to do, only conſider what they 
have to do themſelves; inſtead of aiming at 
the public good, they confult only what is 
like to promote their own private ixtereſt, 
| ſupport their adminiſtration, and continue 
them in power. The ſelfiſh paſſions. will 
have the dominion ; and men will ſacrifice 
conſcience, and ſell their country, to carry 2 
favourite point, or gratify their vicious incli- 
nations. The intereſt of ſuch rulers, or what 
they imagine to be their intereſt, preſently 
becomes ſeparate from that of the commus< 
nity ; of conſequence they are obliged to 
make uſe of | every art, to keep the people 
quiet; to make them inſenſible of their infe- 
licity, or to compel them to bear it; to put 
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a falſe gloſs on their flagitious actions, or to 
ſecure a powerful party, who will ſupport 
their meaſures, and be the inſtruments of their 
iniquity. They will chooſe thoſe for their 
companions: and counſellors, who will flatter 
their vanity, feed their avarice, or provide: for 
their pleaſures. Theſe: are the men they 
will endeavour to promote; whilſt they diſ- 
regard perſons of a different character, 5 
feel for their country, and have courage to 
_— thoſe: meaſures which tend to deſtroy 

Vice contracts the mind, and quetiches 
— ſpark of public ſpirit; it fills the ſoul 
with criminal prejudices, and the higher it is 
exaltedithe miſchief is ſo much the more ex- 


tenſive. 


The . is quite different: when power is is 
bn the hands of men of virtue and n 


By. religion I RAP Gas more than 
a5 external ſhew, or a mere appearance of 
1 Hypoctiſy is not only a character 

moſt deteſtable to God, but it makes a man 
more extenſively miſchievous to ſociety. His 
ſanctimonious pretences procure him the e- 


deen and ene of his brethren , by 
which 
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which means he has it in his power to deceĩve 
them, and to betray their intereſts. No cor- 
ſideration can be of force ſufficient to bind 
him, who dares to prevaricate with heaven, 
and to trifle with the Lord his maker. The 
greateſt prodigies of wickedneſs have been 
thoſe who have put on the guiſe of religion: 
For a pretence they have made long prayers, 
that they might, with the greater eaſe, accom- 
pliſh t their deteſtable deſigns. Nor do I call 
it religion to contend for a few little rites 
and ceremonies, which are of no importance 


in themſelves, and will not make men either 


wiſer or better. It does not conſiſt in nice 
metaphyfical diſtinctions, and in loud and 
cruel anathemas againſt all who will not pro- 
feſs to believe them. Much leſs is it religi- 
on to invade the rights of conſcience, and to 


infliet pains and penaltics on thoſe who are | 


not of the magiſtrates ſentiments, or preſume 
to difſent from the principles eſtabliſned by 
law. On the other hand, no one can ima- 
gine there is any religion in a careleſs indif- 
ference about all principles; or in clamors 
for charity and forbearance, while malice 
reigns in the heart, and we can cenſure, revile 
and perſecute thoſe whom we eſteem leſs 


cathplic than ourſelyes. 5 D 1 
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I call that religion which Jeſus Chriſt 
ks] and which is made known to us in 


the ſacred oracles. It is a belief of the truth, 


and a temper of mind correſpondent to it. 


A religious man, or which is now the ſame 
thing, a ſincere chriſtian, is purified in ſome 


meaſure from thoſe corrupt principles, which 
too eaſily find a place in the human heart, 
and is deeply penetrated with the things of 


God. He has a ſupreme affection to this 
greateſt and beſt of beings and maintains a 


conſtant regard to him in all his actions. He 
remembers the divine preſence and the ac- 
count every one muſt give to this Lord and 
judge of all. He heartily ſubmits to Chriſt 
as his prince and ſaviour: He has ſome de- 
gree of that mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus : 

He deſires to approve himſelf to him, and is 


| animatcd by thoſe glorious proſpects which 
che goſpel opens to our view. 


. The religion of Jeſus enlarges the mind ; 
it diveſts us, ſo far as it prevails, of every cri- 
minal prejudice ; it makes us willing to deny 
ourſelves, to ſacrifice our worldly eaſe, our 
temporal intereſt, to the honor of God and the 
good 
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good of men. It fortifies againſt temptation, . 


it curbs our paſſions, it regulates our deſires, 
it produces noble and generous ſentiments, 
it inſpires love and univerſal benevolence ;- it 
teaches us to look not every one on his 
own things, but -on the things of others ; 


not to confine our charity to ourſelves, but 


to do good to all with whom we are con- 
need, and eſpecially to aim at the public 


advantage, in which the comfort and —_— 


nen of multitudes : arc involved, 


This chriſtian temper, which is produc'd 
by the Spirit of God, will more than any 
thing help us to diſtinguiſh between right 


and wrong ; when private intereſts and pri- 


vate views are removed, © the public- good 
appears naked and open, free from all diffi- 
culties and embarraſſments”. When rulers 
have ſuch a happy diſpoſition, they will ſtudy 
the true intereſt of thoſe they govern, which 
is the way to underſtand it ; they will watch 
againſt a little party Pirie and every ſelfiſh 
finifter view; they will ſuppreſs the dictates 
of pride, dosen and ambition; and 
while with a manly firmneſs they ſupport 
fheir own dignity, they will not invade the 
D.2 privileges 
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privileges of thoſe who are ſubjoct to them; 
they will not hearken to the inſinuations 
of flattery, nor meanly court the favor of 

the populace ; they will not have reſpect 
eo perſons, nor take a gift; and will ſevere- 
ly frown on thoſe, who have the inſolence 
to affront their virtue, or attempt to pervert | 
their judgment. No motive, no temptation. 
will allure them to join in making bad laws, 
or to wrelt the true intention of thoſe that 
are in force. Their whole ambition 
will be to diſcharge their truſt with fidelity, 


and to make the . happy » who are un- 
= their care. | 


1 own ans, are other principles which 
may have very ſalutary effects. There is 
in ſome men 3 certain benevolence and great- 
neſs of mind, which leads them to do mapy 
_ worthy deeds, that others perform from 
a principle of religion. There are remains 
af conſcience in men, who cannot be deno- 
minated fincere diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Even their ambition od ſelf-intereſt may 
prompt men to actions which are greatly 
beneficial to the community, and to diſ- 
charge the truſt repoſed in them with ho- 


nor 


5 
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nor and fortitude. - But the better the prin 
ciple, ſo. much the greater, at leaſt ſo much 
the more certain will be the effect. When 
the love and fear of God reign in the heart, 
men will riſe to nobler heights, and to more 
diſtinguiſhed acts of virtue, than from any 
other motive. When they conſider the 
whole community as brethren, they will na- 
. turally ſeek tha common good. When they 
ſet before them the example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, when they contemplate his ardent 
love to mankind and diſintereſted benevo- 
lence, their minds will be inflamed with a 
holy ambition, to emulate the virtues of this 
amiable, this excellent perſon. When the 
greateſt men carry their thoughts to that im- 
portant hour, when they muſt leave theſe 
tranſitory ſcenes, and their honors will be 
laid in the duſt, how ſollicitous will they be 
that they may finiſh well, and have the ap- 
probation of their own minds, when they 
have nothing elſe to ſuppore them! When 
they look forward to that illuſtrious day, in 
which the Lord will be revealed from hea- 
ven, and the great as well as the fmall muſt 
ſtand before his tribunal ; what a check is 
this to every ſiniſter view and every iniqui- 
| | | ; tous 
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tous Practice What an incentive to juſtice, 
to integrity and univerſal virtue! If other 
valities may render a ruler uſeful to ſociety, 
yet ſurely nothing but religion, a regard to 
God in his public conduct, will enſure him 
the acceptance of heaven, and the plaudit of 
the great ruler and judge of all. > BI 


T am far flv: ſuppoſing that religion is 
the only thing to be regarded in a ruler. 
The moſt religious character will appear con- 
temptible in a public ſtation, if there are not 
other accompliſhments : But whatever qua- 
lities a man has, it can by no means be ſafe, 
to entruſt our lives, our eſtates, our liberties, 
every thing that is dear and valuable, to one 
who evidences by his converſation, that he 

has no tegatd to God, and is deſtitute of yir- 
tue and goodneſs. What can we expect, but 
that he, 3 will facrifice his own moſt im- 
portant intereſt, will ſacrifice the intereſts of 
others, if at any time they are oppoſite, le to 
* vicious inclinations ? * 


- Fourthly, Another accomplithinent very 
| —_— for a good ruler, is prudence to 
conduct affairs in ſeaſons that are critical and 


aluming Such a ſeaſon is was in Iſrael 
when 
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when Iſhboſheth was lain. And then it 
vas that the heads of Iſſachar diſcovered their 


underſtanding and addreſs, by conducting 


with ſuch prudence as to ſtill every oppoſite 
faction, and bring their brethren quietly to 
ſubmit to king Dad, which was the only 
expedient to ſave the kin gdom from ruin. 


Affairs in a kingdom or in a province are 


ſometimes brought to a dangerous and im- 
portant criſis, from foreign enemies or inter- 
nal tumults; from the miſtakes of thoſe 
who wiſh them well, or the i intrigues of de- 
ſigning men; from their own vices and fol- 
lies, or the wha of others. In ſuch 
a critical ſituation, the friends of a people 
are called to ariſe, and to exert themſelves to 
ſave them from impending 1 ruin. This mat- 
ter eſpecially belongs to thoſe. who are in 


authority, the eyes of others arc naturally 


to them, under that God. who has the hearts 


of all men in his hand; from them they 


expect relief; and happy che people, whoſe 


rulers have at ſuch time wiſdom to diſcetn, 
and virtue to purſue thoſe meaſures, that tend 


to promote their welfare, and to prolong | 


their tranquility. 
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A Nate cannot be ſunk fo fow as to ex- 
clude all poſſibility of emerging and again 
flouriſhing. There have been fo many in- 
ſtances of the interpoſition of heaven, in 
times of the greateſt extremity, that it is un- 
reaſonable to | deſpair, when there are 
the moſt threatning aſpects. Rome was 
ſcarce ever in fo dangerous a ſituation as 
after the battle of Cannæ. Their army was 
annihilated, their allies forſook them, and 
they every moment expected the vitorious 
Hannibal at their gates. But at this very 
time, when there ſeemed to be no reſource, 
theſe noble republicans were ſo far from 
giving up all as loſt, that, fays the hiſtorian, 
no one dared ſo much as to mention peace: 
They even returned thanks to the conſul 
- whole remerity had. reduced them to the 
Brink of ruin, chat he had not deſpaired of 


© * * ar fuch magnani- 
mity 


OY 


Ws 


* te 8 ſocioram moverunt, 
unt pacts unquam. mentio apud Romanos fieret; wy 
ante conſulis Romam adventum, nec po quam is rediit 

15 2 memoriam accepte cladis, Quo in tempore 

-- 2pſo, adeo magno animo civitas fuit, ut conſuli ex tanta 

clade, cujus 12 caufa maxima fuit, yedeunti, et obviam 

tum frequenter ab omnibus ordinibus fit,et gratiz az, 

2 nod de republica non deſperaſſet; cui, fiCarthaginienfium 


failſet, nihil recuſandum ſupplicii foret. 
* Lib. xxij. cap. xi. 
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mity they roſe out of adverfity &, retrieved 
their loſſes, made themfelves terrible to 
their neighbours,and laid a foundation for 
that aſtoniſhing grandeur to which they 
afterward arrived, 


Nothing 1 is ſo like to make our cafe Jeſt | 


perate as to conclude it is ſo : This ſtops 
the ſprings of action, prevents all attempts 
to extricate ourſelves out of difficulties, and 
to recover the community. Thoſe of ſus 
perior character ought to have ſuperiot 
ſteadineſs, inſtead of determining that no- 
thing can be done, they ought to enquire 
what is to be done ; what they can do 
"themſelves; and what Iſrael ought to do: 
Some men are very happy in finding out 
expedients in the moſt difficult caſes; they 
know how to ſteer in the moſt tempeſtuous 
times ; are able to counterwork thoſe who 


E Hoy, ſecretly | 


»Pixitgue ae perkidus 3 
Gens quæ cremata fortis ab Ilio, „ 
Jactata Tuſcis æquoribus ſacra. 4 5 


Nataique maturoſque pattes/ 
Pertulit Auſonias ad urbes ; | e 
Doris ut ilex tanſa hipennibnss 8 
Nigræ feraci frondis in Algido, ES, 
Per damna, per ceedes, àb ipss 


5 Ducit opes animumque ferro. 
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ſecretly endravor to undermine the fate, 
or to give them a juſt view of things, who 

are in. danger of doing hurt for want of 
better information; to remove every un- 
reaſonable prejudice i in the mind of thoſe, 
who have power to injure us; or to go- 

vern our tempers, and regulate our paſſi- 
ons, that we may not deſtroy ourſelves. 

This is a talent very different from that 
wiſdom which is profitable to direct in a 
common ſtate of things. A man may be 
a good pilot! in a moderate gale, who can 
do nothing in a ſtorm. Some men who 
would make very good rulers i in a time of 
proſperity, are. quite unfit to lead in times 
that are intricate and perplexed. They loſe 
the poſſeſſion, of themſelves ; they are ti- 
morous:and. irreſolute, and ſo neglect to do 
what ought to be done; or they are raſh 
and violent, and by their imprudence pre- 

cipitate the ruin they intend to prevent. 
It is of the greateſt 1 importance that rulers 
have underſtanding of the times in ſuch 


critical ſeaſons. While others are hurried 


by their fears and paſſions; and know not 
hoc to do,they ought ſedately to conſider 


the tendency and conſequences of preſent 
8 events, 


— 


0. 
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events, and mould endeavor; to guide into 
meaſures,that will be moſt hkely to prevent 
the evils that are feared, or to "make them 


tolerable if A muſt come. e 
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85 There is 3 1 E 1 it will not 
| be : a certain cure, wall yet be a great 1 105 
and that is the practice of picty and uni- 
verſal virtue. Virtue does in itſelf | tend 
to promote public happineſs. F rugality, 
temperance, induſtry will extricate us out 
of moſt difficulties that can ariſe ;. and if 


we are actuated by religion, God will be 


our God, our protector, and friend; eit will 


be well with us and our children for ever.“ 


Whatever he. does elſe, if a ruler has un- 


derſtanding 1 in the; times, he will promote 
the fear of God and See to His laws, 


* 


have now. . ſome = I diſ- 
tinguiſhing qualities of a good. ruler. 1 
is not to be expected, in the preſent.impe 
fect ſtate, that rulers will be free from FE 
takes or faults ; whoever laoks for: ſuch, a 
behaviour trom any man or from any ſet 
of Men, will undoubtedly be diſappointed, 


2E 2 f But 


. 
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But though you may not expect a perfect 
character, yet the great author of nature, 

whoſe tender mercies are over all his 
works, has thought fit to mingle from 
time to time among the ſocieties of men, 
a few of thoſe on whom he is graciouſly 
pleaſed to beſtow a larger proportion of 


underſtanding and integrity, than is given 


in the ordinary courſe of his providence to 
the ſons of men. There are ſuperior ſpirits, 
| men who are born to guide,to inſtruct, and 
Jenotc that they were formed 5 the pub- 
lic good, and it would be a fault not to 
improve thoſe talents, with which the 
great Lord of all has entruſted them. 
They ought not to let ſlip any opportuni- 
ty that preſents to ſerve their 3 of 
to do good to mankind. 


There are indeed arts * intrigues, by 
which ſome men intrude themſelves into 
ſtations of dignit . which are below one of 
a great and generous mind, and which no 
conſideration will perſuade him to make 
uſe of. But to ſay that men ought always 
to avoid uch ſtations thro' a modeſt diffi- 
| dence 


& * 
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PEO of their own abilities; or that a 


people ought to reject thoſe, who diſco- 
ver a willingneſs to be employed, is to car- 
ry the matter much too far; and a correſ- 
pondent practice might have very bad ef- 


fects. It might deprive ſocieties of the beſt 


heads and hearts, and leave them a prey 


to crafty and ambitious men, whoſe only 
care would be to aggrandize and enrich 
themſelves. A true patriot cannot do his 


country a more important ſervice, than by 
taking it out of the hands of ſuch devour- 


ing harpies. Conſcious of his own ſupe- 


riority, and a generous regard to the pub- 
lic good, he ought to deſpiſe the little re- 


flections of thoſe who are only uneaſy be- 


cauſe they are not in place, and cannot ao- 
compliſh their baſe deſigns. The hiſtory 
of Rome ſcarce affords a more illuſtrĩous 


character than that of Fabius Maximus. 
This great man, having finiſhed the year of 
his conſulate, when Rome was engaged 
in dangerous wars, found that the ſuffra- 


ges for a new conſul were like to be in fa- 


t vor of one, who was quite raw and.inex- 


perienced. He ſtop'd their proceedings, 


ſet before the clectors the danger of ſuch a 
| | choice 
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thoice 3 at ſuch a time, and drew a charac- 
ter of the perſon they ought to chooſe, 
which they could apply to none but him- 
ſelf; the aſſembly | was convinced, recalled 
their votes, and unanimouſly elected him 
Such was the exigency of affairs, ſays the 
Hifforian,*® that no one attended to the dan- 
ger of the precedent, or had the leaſt ſale 
picion that the conſul was actuated by a 
Juſt of dominion, but all rather extolled 
His greatneſs of mind, that when he knew 
the commonwealth ſtood in need of it's 
greateſt commander, and that he was 
without exception the man, he would ra- 
ther run the hazard of the moſt invidious 
reflections, than miſs an opportunity * 


3 his country. 


II is hire much more agreable to a 
generous mind, to be called out by others 
to public ſervice, than in any ſort to of- 
| | 3 "44 IR And a _ who have any 

regard 


2. Tempus ac neceſlitas bell, ac diſeriwen ſummæ rerum 
faciebant, nequis aut in exemplum exquireret, aut ſul- 
ED cw cupiditatis i imperii conſulem haberet, quin lauda- 
ant-potius magnitudinem animi,quod quum ſummo i 
— Peratore eſſe opus republicz ſciret, ſeque eum haud,dubie 
eſſe ; minoris invidiam ſuam, ſiqua ex re oriretur, quam 


utilitatem republics feciſſet. 
Liv. Lib. xxiv. cap. ix. 
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regard to their own ſafety, will endeavor 
to find out merit where ever it is hid, and 


to confer their honors on thoſe who know. 


| how to improve them. 


So far indeed, as government 18 ; by the 


conſtitution hereditary, a people are 


obliged to ſubmit to the diſpoſals of 


providence, and to pay homage to the law ful 


heir, whether his abilities are great or ſmall : 


And in large communities, the advantage, 


ot hereditary monarchy i 18 generally ſuffi- 
cient to balance every! inconvenience; and 
where it is not, it is in their own power 

to do themſelves juſtice, as they have ge- 
nerally done ſooner or later. Witneſs a 
mong other inſtances, the glorious revo- 
lution in BRITAIN, to which' noble exer- 
tion of national virtue, we owe the preſer- 
vation of our liberty, and thepreſent happy 
eſtabliſhment of "one houſe of Hanoyz, 


- = WW. wes vw, 


When a people immediately appoint 
their own rulers, they are to the laſt de- 
gree infatuated, if they fix on thoſe, who 
are not capable of ſeeing with their ow 


es. but are Sbliget'f to move e 18 dire 
0 . - tion 
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tion of others, or who get into power to 
gratify their vanity, their luxury, or their 
avarice; and it requires no ſpirit of pro- 
phecy to foreſee, that a community who 
are ſo loſt to public virtue, are nigh 
to deſtruction. A people may be deceiv- 
| ed, they may be betrayed, by men in 
whom they put confidence. But they de- 
ſerve to be abandoned by providence, if 


they truſt their intereſt with men, whom 


_ know t to be either weak or wicked. 


a Cad 61 the n place to ſpeak of the | 
duty of ſubjects to their rulers ; and the 
illuſtrating, this will ſhow, at the ſame 
time, the happy influence which good go- 

vernment is like to have on the communi- 
nity. ' The heads of Iflachar were men 
that had. underſtanding of the times, to 
know what Iſrael ought to do, and all their 
brethren were af their commandment.” 


The duty of rulers and ſubjects is mu- 
tual; rulers ought to love their people and 
to ſeek their welfare ; and the people on 
their part, ought to be ſubject to the 


higher — s, to obey magiſtrates, and to 
ſubmit 


* 
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fobmit to their lawful commands, both 
are neceſſary to the public happineſs. If 
people will not ſubmit to thoſe who are 
placed over them, there is an end of go- 
vernment, and to all the happy pur- 
poſes for which it was inſtituted; the 
whole is thrown into a ſtate of anarchy 


and confuſion, which will ſoon terminate 


in the other extreme, tyranny and oppreſ- 


ſion. Submiſſion to authority is ſuppo- 
ſed in the very nature of government, it is 


founded i in the higheſt reaſon ; , without it, 
the moſt perfect virtue in rulers will not 


anſwer any valuable end. PE 
of 


| Obedience to rulers is a matter of ſo much 
importance, that our Saviour and his apoſ- 
tles, who meddled very little with the king- 
doms of this world, thought it neceſſary to 


1 


enjoin it on chriſtians. «Render” ſays our 


“Lord, to Ceſar the things that are Cie 


« ſar'g”#. “ Let every ſoul. laysSt. Paul, | be | 


te ſubject to the higher powers; for there 
0 is no power but of God, the owers 
« that be are ordained of God, Wholoever 
« therefore reſiſteth the power,refiſteth the 
45 ordinance of God ; and they that reſiſt 


\ Rs „ © Gal 


© Matt, xxii, 21. T Rom. xiii. 1. 2, 
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« ſhall receive to themſelves damnation.” 
St. Peter directs, * © {ubmit yourſelves to 
every human conſtitution for the Lord's 
« ſake; whether it be to the king as ſupreme; 
or unto governors, as unto them that are 
* ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil 
| * doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
5 « well ; for ſo is the will of God.” From 
ſuch paſſages as theſe, ſome have argued 
the doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance in all caſes whatſoever ; or that 
we are not to oppoſe thoſe who are in 
authority, although they evidently act 
contrary to the deſign of their inſtitution, 
and are bent to ruin the ſociety, which it 
is their duty to defend and promote. A 
doctrine ſo big with abſurdity, that one 
would. think no one of common under- 
ſtanding could embrace it; certainly he 
3 muſt have the temper of a ſlave that can 
practice upon it. St. Paul very plainly 
| teaches us-how far ſabjeRion i is due to a 
| civil magiſtrate, when he gives it as a rea- - 
| ſon for this ſubjection, for he is the mi- 
5 * niſter of God to thee for good +.” The 
| end for which God has placed men in au- 
thority 


| Zi 4 1 ket. fl. 13, 14, Th + Rom. xiii. 4. 
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thority is, that they may promote the pub- 
lic happineſs : When they improve their 


power to contrary purpoſes, when they 


endeavour to ſubvert the conſtitution, and 
to enſlave a free people, they are no longer 
the miniſters of God; they do not act by 


his authority; if we are obliged to be ſub- 
ject, it is only for wrath and not for conſci- 


ence ſake, and they who ſupport ſuch rulers 
betray their country, and deſerve the miſery 
they bring on themſelves. Happy would 


it be if! it was confined to them 1 


lam ſenfible, it is ; difficult to ſtate this 
point with preciſion; to determine where 
ſubmiſſion ends and reſiſtance may lawfully 
take place, ſo as not to leave room for 
men of bad minds unreaſonably to oppoſe 


government, and to deſtroy the peace of 
ſociety. Moſt certainly people ought to 
bear much, before they engage in any at- 


tempts againſt thoſe who are in authority; 
they ought to conſider their rulers as frail. 
and. fallible men, ho are liable to miſtakes 
and faults, when their general aim is good 
and right; they ſhould overlook their er- 


rors, and even their vices, if they are not 
3 1 
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ſach as tend directly to overturn the ſtate, 
and to bring diſtreſs and ruin on the whole 
community. Better a particular perſon, 
yea many individuals ſhould ſuffer, than to 
encourage civil broils and a public diſtur- 
Dancer” * 11 bow Hier | 


85 When lara are wiſe 8 . 
tion is an high crime; men ought not to 
make their own jealouſies, reſentments, or 

private intereſt, a pretence for reſiſting au- 

thority, or to ſtir up factions and ſeditions 

againſt their rulers. Such men will be the 

faulty cauſes of the evils that follow, and 

will have an awful account to give at the 
bar ofGod ; «<yhoſoeverreſiſteth the power, 
0 reſiſteth the ordinance of God, and they 
«that reſiſt ſhall receive to thehiſelyes 
"0 damnation.” 19% 


"i * . -% F. 


| Men of ſuch perverſe and turbulent 
minds may poſſibly, by dark intrigues and 
falſe inſinuations, raiſe ſuſpicions of evil 
deſigns, and of ſchemes that never entered 
into any one's head but their own; 5 and 

as rulers are imperfect, they may find op-” 
Portunities from their miſtakes, to fill the 
minds 


%, 
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minds of people with prejudices and unea- 
ſineſs; they may poſſibly prevail to raiſe 
tumults and diſturbances; but very often 
they fall into the pit they digged for o- 


thers; God in his providence brings to 


light their dark deſigns,” and they : becoine” 
the objects of univerſal cg and ab. 
horrence. 6 F l 115 


7 - Y — 


people a are o generally 1 of knowing? 
when they are well uſed. Public; happi-- 
neſs is eaſily felt. Men cannot but perteive, 
when they enjoy their rights ande privile - 
ges; when they fit at quiet under their 
own vines and fig- trees, and there is none 
to make them afraid; when the laws of 
the land have their courſe; and juſtſce is; 
impartially adminiſtred;: when no unreaſo 
nable burthens are laid upon them; when 
their rulers are ready to hear their com- 
plaints and to redreſs their wrongs; when 
tbey treat them with condeſcenſion, tenders; - 
neſs and affection ; when they fynipathaſe + 
with them under tlieir difficulties, and 

like their great maſtet᷑ are afflicted - in all. 
their afflictions. Such a temper and con- 
duct in rulers are eaſily perceived without 


any extraordinary penetration, I 
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It is not without deſign, that the ſacred, 
hiſtorian ſpeaks of the heads of Iſſachar and 
the reſt of the tribe as brethren ; and this 
ſuggeſts a good reaſon for their ſo ready 
ſubjection, and all their bretbren were 
wat their commandment”. When a peo- 

ple perceive, that thcy who have power in 
their hands ſtill treat them as brethren, as 
partaking « of the ſame common nature, and 
as having a right to their liberty and pro- 
perty; they will have a reciprocal affection” 
to their rulers, they will be loth to grieve - 
and offend them, they will be quiet and 
eaceable, and will do what they can, to 
render their adminiſtration eaſy, who im- 
prove their power only to make them hap- 
py. If at any time the people clamour and 
find fault, as they ſometimes do under the 
beſt government, in conſequence of real or 
imaginary miſconduct, or when heavy bur- 
thens are laid upon them, they ſoon 'reco-; 
ver their temper, they forget the faults of 
their rulers, they remember only their good 
deeds, and there is danger that to make 
amends for their paſt miſtakes, they will 
run ial with loyalty and ſubmiſſion. 


Rulers. 
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Rulers have ſo many ways of keeping up 
their influence, that it is not eaſy to effect 
a general oppoſition, even where they have 
the moſt pernicious deſigns. A good ruler 
is almoſt ſure of love and eſteem, of ſub- 

miſſion and obedience. Men love their 
happineſs too well to deſtroy and ruin it, 
by oppoſing thoſe from whom they know 
it is derived to them.” Experience ſhows, 
that if they, who are veſted with power, 
have but a moderate ſhare of public virtue, 
they are admired and honored while they 
live, and their memory is bleſſed long after 
they are dead. Rulers therefore always have 
it in their power, to ſecure the people in their 
intereſt, and to gain a place in their hearts. 
By attending to their duty, they will pro- 
mote the happineſs of the people, and at 
the ſame time fix their own authority. If 
the heads of a community have under- 
ſtanding of the times to know what Iſrael 
ought to do, they will be like to have all 
their brethren at their commandment. But 
where men are groſly of a contrary charac- 
ter, and pervert their power to tyrannical 
purpoſes ; ; ſubmiſſion, if it can be avoided, 


is ſo far from being a duty, that it is a 
crime, 
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erime. It is an offence againſt the ſtate of 
which we are members, and whoſe happi- 
neſs we ought to prefer to our chief joy. 

It is an offence againſt mankind, whoſe 
rights we meanly betray. It is an offence 
againſt God, who is good to all, and who 
has appointed government for the welfare 
and happineſs, ang. not the deſtruction of 
his creatures. 


How happy is GREAT-BRITAINx in 4 

Prince, who accounts it his glory to reign 
over a free people, and who, we truſt, will 
always make the laws of the land the rule 
of his adminiſtration ! How till more hap- 
Py, in a conſtitution that ſcarce admits of 
tyranny, unleſs the people themſelves be- 
come corrupt and venal; and when that 
1s the caſe, fnothing but omnipotence can 


fave them ! 


I is the aer) of the Britiſh nation that 
it's monarchy 1 18 hereditary, as that right i 18 
now underſtood. It is a favor of heaven, 
that our lawfulSovercign is poſſeſs d of vir- 
tues, which enſure him the love and obedi- 


ence of his ſubjects. . Becauſe the Lord 
= ____« hath 
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cc „ hath loved his people he hath made thee 
« king over them.” May that kind pro- 
vidence, which has ſo often appear ed for 
our nation, ſtill watch over jit for good; 
diſappoint every attempt to ſubvert their 
liberties, and preſerve them from thoſe in- 
ternal vices and corruptions, which they 
have more reaſon to fear than any foreign 
enemy, or open violence! | 


The form of government in this pro- 
vince is a little model of the Britiſh conſti- 
tation. Our commander in chief, who re- 
preſents the King, is not elected by our- 
ſelves. We do not complain of this as an 
infringement of our libertie} it rather 
frees us from many inconvenitngies, which 
would attend frequent popular elections. 
Eſpecially may we eſteem it a privilege, 
while we have aGentleman at our head; wo 
ſo well underſtands our civil conſtitution, and 
who, we perſuade ourſelves, ſincerely aims at 
the happineſs of the people he is appointed 
to govern. May his Excellency's ſervices 
for the public always find acceptance with 
an obliged and | people and uy 
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he have the approbation of his great Lord, 
when he gives an account of the talents 
committed to him Roth 


t The other branches of our legiſlature 
are choſe by ourſelves. It refreſhes our 
hearts to ſee the return of this anniverſary, 
and we hope fills them with thankfulneſs 
to God. The preſence of our General Aſ- 
ſembly, and the buſineſs of this day, put 
us in mind of the liberties we enjoy, while 
more than'nine-tenths of mankind are in 
the moſt abject ſlavery, and multitudes of 


them, to the baſeſt and worſt of the hu- 


man race. We conclude it is from the ex- 
perience their conſtituents have had of 
their wiſcöm and integrity, that ſo many 
Are returned to ſerve in the preſent aſſem- 
-bly, who have formerly had a ſeat there. 


Me cannot think this, people are yet fo 
corrupt, as generally to be influenced in 


their elections by other conſiderations: 
We truſt that they, whom they have hono- 
red with this mark of their confidence, will 
have a ſacred regard to their intereſt, and 
will not ſuffer any ſmiſter v views to byaſs or 
* them. 


& 1 - 
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One of our valuable charter ap 


is this day to be exerciſed. A privilege, to 


which it 15 owing, that the province has of 


her ſons at the council-board ; men who 
naturally care for our ſtate, and who are 


deeply intereſted in the conſequences of 
every public meaſure. God grant that this 
privilege may never be wreſted from us 


One way to prevent ſo fatal an event, is to 
make a wiſe uſe of this important truſt, 
to chooſe „out of all the people able 
« men, ſuch as fear God, men: of truth, 
« hating covetouſneſs ;” who underſtand 
our intereſt, and have virtue to purſue it. It 
our preſent Councellors are ſuch men, their 
experience in public buſineſs will doubtleſs 
give them a great ws S ASKS 


- 


Wiſdom and integrity are a nest | 


ſary to conſtitute a good ruler ; but when 


the ſtate of a people is perplexed and dif- 


* 


ficult, it requires more attention, and a 


greater exertion of abilities; and by their 


prudence and ſteadineſs at ſuch times, ru- 


lers make it evident, that they are qualified 


for the truſt repoſed in them. Such a cri- 


tical ſeaſon, if I miſtake not, is the preſent ; 
"= and 
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and I cannot eaſily be miſtaken, when all 
orders of men are ſo generally alarmed, in 
this and the other colonies, and appre-. 
hend their moſt valuable privileges 1 in dan- 


ger. 


I am Ar from impeaching the juſtice of 
the Britiſh Parliament. If any acts have 
paſs d that ſeem hard on the colonies, we 
ought to ſuppoſe, they are not owing to 
any deſign formed againſt them, but to 
miſtakes and miſrepreſentations. ---To you, 
our honored. rulers, it belongs to rectify. 
Juch miſtakes, in ſuch ways {you ſhall 
fhiok decent and proper. 


Our fathers dearly bought the privileges | 
we enjoy. It is evident, when they left their 
native land, they thought the rights of” 

ngliſnmen would follow them wherever 
they ſat down, and be tranſmitted to their 
poſterity; and we hope their poſterity have 

done nothing to forfeit them. It was 
kindly and juſtly ſaid by Biſhop Burnet to 
a New-England agent, as I find it deli- 
vered before his excellent Son and the Gen- 


eral Aſſembly of this e „ mat 
he 


? Mr. Prince's Sermon preached fore 3 Burnet- 
ad th the General . 1 25, 1728, WI 
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he would openly fland up for us, and not- 
withſtanding all the obloquy that would; 
be caſt upon him for it, he would plead/ 
our cauſe; and when our charter ſhould: 
come to be conſidered. in the houſe of Lords, 
he would there publickly declare, that there 
was a greater ſacredneſs in the charter 
of New-England, than in thoſe of the cor- 
porations in England; for thoſe were only 
acts of grace, whereas the charter of New- 
England was a contract between the King 
and the firſt patentees ; wherein they had 
promiſed to enlarge the king's dominions 
on their own charges, provided that they 
and their poſterity might enjoy ſuch and 
ſuch privileges: and now they had per- 
formed their part, for the king to de- 
pri ve their poſterity of the privileges gran- 
ted to them, would carry a face of injuſtice 
in it,” Thus that great. and good man. 


We highly value our connection with A 
Great-Britain, there is perhaps, not a man to 
be found among us, Who would with to be 


155 0 + +4 


an event ; we are ret that there is any 


thing to create the leaſt ſuſpicion of want of 
eng tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs on their part, or of duty on our's. 
We hope there is no ground for cither. We 
truſt our King and his Parliament will yet 
hear us and confirm our liberties and immu- 
nities to us. And we earneſtly pray that a 
happy union may ſubſiſt between Great- 
Britain and her colonies to the lateſt poſte- 
rity. 


Our rulers are a part of ourſelves, they 
look on the whole community as their bre- 
thren, they have one common intereſt with 
us. We doubt not they feel for their people 
in this difficult day, and will exert all their 


abilities in the preſent exigency. Time has 


been, when even darker clouds hung over 
the- Britiſh colonies than thoſe which now 
threaten us; and the God of heaven has ap- 
peared and diſſipated them. His arm is not 


| ſhortned that he cannot ſave, his car is not 
heavy that he cannot hear. The friends of 


Zion will not ceaſe to pray, that our rulers 
may be lead in a ſafe and plain path; and 
we truſt they will themſelves implore the di- 
rection and aſſiſtance of him, who “ giveth 
« wiſdom to the wiſe, and knowlege to them | 
* that know underſtanding.” Happy will it 
2 Gs FA hy 
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C 


be for you, our honored fathers, if you are 
the inſtruments of prolonging our tranquility, 
It will be an honor put upon you by theGod 


of heaven: It will render you accepted of 


the multitude of your brethren : You will 
be eſteemed and bleſs'd while you live ; and 
your names will be had in grateful remem- 
brance long after you have enter'd the world 


of ſpirits. 


But whatever aſpect this important affair 
may have on our preſent or future proſperity, 
it is not all that calls for the attention of our 
rulers. He mult have but little underſtand- 
ing of the times, who does not ſee that we 
are in more danger from vur internal vices 
than from any external impoſitions. Our lux- 
ury, extravagance and intemperance threaten 
our ruin. We live above ourſelves, we have 
forſaken the ſimplicity of our Fathers in our 
dreſs, our furniture and our tables. We im- 
port much that is abſolutely ſuperfluous, that 
tends only to feed our pride' and vanity. 


Some little private efforts have been made to 


reform theſe evils, poſſibly the legiſlature may 
find out ſome more eſſectual method to ſup- 
preſs our vices, and to encourage induſtry, 
frugality and ſobriety. 8 There 
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4 bete was uch enquiry, I am informed, 
in in the laſt aſſenibly, how. they might raiſe a 


WO — 


aſe from. the ſpirituous liquors that are 


jexpended among us. Can nothing be done 


to prevent the ſo free ule of them? if not, 


the glory i is | departed, we need nothing elſe 
to make us a Poor miſerable people. T 


+ a *# fy — S Our 
+ « Of all TE miſeries and 1 ſays the le excellent 
Dr. Stephen Hales, that unhappy man has been incident 
7! to;nohe was ever ſo efteftuaNy deſtructive as this, not even 
thoſe three ſore judgments of war, peſtilence and famine; 
V1 
which after having raged for ſome rime, ceaſe. But this 
evil ſpirit is an parelenting mercileſs enemy, that threa- 


tens deſtruction from generation, to generation. And yet, 5 
bas, not this zelle made a ſurprizing advance within 


5 Iwenty or Pech years? And is it not daily ſpreading far 


and wide, at home, and in bur colonies abroad ? 
- > What then muſt he the end thereof (avert it good God!) 
but the final tuin of this great and trading nation.“ 


wn Dr. adds the following note: The terrible deſtrodion 


55 human liyes by the prevailing uſe of Spirituous rern, 
appears fram the following accounts. 
Au the year 1630, the chriſtenings, Labid e 
12 1270 


| "From of mortality, were np more than A. K 


Zen which number, in 170, they xoſe to 14639 
3 re ly, in the year- 1712. (not- N 

handing Ni Aur' 4 le war} "*\ 1 15660 

34 Wars — — — | 


From that time they e encreaſed till 
the year 1724, when they amoünted to no 19370 
| Jeſs than — 4 


| But from, that year, when the of SpirituousY 


- Liquors became ſo common, as to occaſion a 3 
public repreſentation from the college of 
phyſicians the year following, inſtead of in- > 
creaſing as farmerly; they have continually | - 
Aecrtaſed, till they are now reduced, at a me- | 
dium for the three laſt years, to : 
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Our fathers in the civil government can 
ſcarce be ſenfible how far and wide intempe- 
ranee has ſpread, eſpecially among the lower 
ſort of people. I doubt not their readineſs 
to apply a remedy, if it is in their power; 


whether any can be found, is not for me to 


go that the year 17 50 en fewer chriſten- 
ings than the year 1700. 
The Children jiikewiſe that are born come in- 

to the world, with ſuch bad Conflitutions, that 

being ſickly and feeble, - they die in prodi- 
gious numbers under five years old. And 
many children, in ſtead of being-nouriſhed 
- by wholſome food, are ſoon conſumed by 
+ theſe inflammatory Spirits, which muſt ne- 
_ ceſfarily deftroy a fabric ſo very flight and 

wh. 
In London, the chriſtenings for the laſt ren years, | | 

were at a medium, 2 — 14457 4 
The children who died every year under Toe | | 

in the ſame Period, were at a medium. 12 
Whereas, according io. D. Halley's Calculati- 


on, the deaths under fx ſhould have been no 6317 
more than — — DEF Ss 
The annual loſs by premature deaths of 5 
weakly child ten 4273 
By fewer births _ 58595 
This 1oſs, in one diſtrict of the kingdom Ga 5 
Dix. not all the city and ſuburbs of == 9323 5 
is every year —. 


v. B. The above account of che deſtruction of the human 


ſpecies, relating only to children under five years of . J 


Is e clufoue, of ALL that prodigious number of Engliſß ſa 
pb that ages Who continually die by the ſame 
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© While our rulers are cating the public 
god. and enquiring what this people oupht 
to doit becomes us to ſubmit to their autho- 
rity, and to lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
all godlineſs and honeſty ; we ought to be 
 tabjea to theſe miniſters of God, not only 
for wrath but for conſcience fake. Obedi- 


_ ence to rulers enters into religion; by an un- 


reaſonable oppoſition to them, we diſpleaſe 
God by whole I 8855 are placed 


Over US, 


The buſ 045 of ruters is diffcult ene 


in itſelf, we ought not to encreaſe their diffi- 


culties by a factious turbulent behaviour. No 
good ruler will be averſe to have his public 
conduct examined; or find fault with decent 
remonſtr ces when they act contrary: to the 
ſenſe of the community. But it is hard, 
when they have done their:beſt,to:be:cenſur- 
ed and reviled, and to have goyernment made: 
uneaſy by eee intrigues of dil- 
contented men, Who think nothing right but 
what they do themſelves; and delight to raiſe 
ſuſpicions of deſigus which, are the product 
of their o wn vain iĩmaginations. We ſhould - 
remember that rulers are men of like paſſions, 
and, 
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and are in a ſtate of peculiar temptation. We 


ought not to magnify their faults,but to bear 
with their infirmities and overlook their miſ- 
takes, when we have reaſon to think they 
do not proceed from a bad heart. When 
God has honored them by making them in- 


ſtruments of good, we ought not only to 


reverence, but to eſteem and love them for 
their works fake. 


It would be well, if both rulers and peo- 
ple would conſider the brevity and uncer- 


tainty of human life, and that account which 


they muſt all give of the things done in the 


body. What a happy influence would this 


have on their temper and conduct! It would 
lead rulers to improve every talent to the 
honor of God and the good of men. It would 


lead ſubjects fo far as is poſſible, and as much 
as in them lieth, to promote peace and union. 
It would make us all ſollicitous to app rove 
ourſelves to God, and to get that ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding, which only can make us meet 


for the inheritance of the laints in light. 


1 
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AGE 20. at the bottom, read, where ſo much depends, 
and the conſequence of acting wrong is like to be {9-- 


fatal to &c. 
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